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  What are the Issues? 

  AVMA’s Approach – Judicious Use of 
Antimicrobials 

  Policy & Guidance Information 

  Key Resources 

  Refining regulatory approaches (VFD 
process & FDA Guide 208) 

  Additional Resources 
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  Increasing evidence for antimicrobial (primarily antibiotic - 
ABX) resistance of veterinary & human products 

  Remedial solutions being sought at National & International 
levels – WHO, FAO, Codex Alimentarius, OIE 

  Emerging Legislation e.g. “Preservation of Antibiotics for 
Medical Treatment Act” (USA) 

  Focus in animal products esp.: 
  Sub-therapeutic & non-therapeutic uses (growth promotants) 
  Use in livestock 
  “Under the counter” products 
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  Developed 1995-98 
  Primary objectives 

  Optimize therapeutic efficacy & minimize resistance to 
protect public and animal health 

  Science-based 
  Support educational efforts 
  Preserve efficacy for future use 

  13 Principles – applied to ABX in all species; 
 Primarily as guidance for veterinarians, but applies 

to any use 
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  For use in medicated feeds 
administered under a 
veterinarian's order and 
supervision 

  Some consider VFD process 
as being overly burdensome  

  Problematic for future 
increases of approved VFD 
drugs 
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  Similar paperwork as Rx drugs, including retention, & refill 
requirements 

  e-VFDs 
  Flexible Dosing – applicable VFD drug dosage for 

prevention, treatment, and control of disease  
  Patient Specification – multiple barns / geographic locations  
  Extralabel for minor species 
  “Tiers” or “Batch” VFD Orders: 

  Tier 1 (low human health concern); Tier 2 (greater human health 
concern) 

  Batches – similar groups of animals for set time period  
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Generally supportive & reflected in existing Judicious 
Principles & policy, e.g.: 

  veterinarians should be involved in the decision-
making process for the use of antimicrobials in 
animals regardless of the distribution channels 
through which the antimicrobials were obtained 
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